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Bearing witness to Jesus Christ who is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life: GO. MAKE. TEACH. 

Our Core Values: a reliance on prayer;  
a willingness to grow; a generous spirit   

In observance of our Nation’s Independence Day  
we will not have Mass at 6:15 PM on Sunday, July 4th 

Please join us for Mass at 8:30 AM or 10:30 AM 
 

The parish will CLOSE after Mass on Monday, July 5 

Returning to Mass: July 1 Marks End of Dispensation in Minnesota 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has been a painful time of separation that necessitated the dispen-
sation from the Sunday obligation to attend Mass. Now, as the pandemic subsides, and pub-
lic gathering restrictions and safety protocols are lifted, it is time to gather as the Body of 
Christ once again. Therefore, the bishops and diocesan administrators of the Minnesota 
Catholic Conference have decided to reinstate the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and 
Holy Days of Obligation beginning the weekend of July 3-4, 2021. Learn more at 
backtomassmn.org.  



PARISH SUMMER OFFICE HOURS  
 

 Monday  8 AM - 7 PM 
 Tuesday 8 AM - 8 PM 
 Wednesday 8 AM - 8 PM 
 Thursday  8 AM - 8 PM 
 Friday   8 AM - 7 PM 

Parish Administrative Offices close at 1 PM 
 Saturday  8 AM - 5:30 PM 
 Sunday   8 AM - 1 PM 

PARISH STAFF  
PASTORAL MINISTRY         651-633-8333 
Fr. Paul Shovelain, Pastor      ext. 1214 
Fr. Kevin Magner, Parochial Vicar     ext. 1213 
Deacon Rod Palmer      VM 1298 
Deacon Gary Schneider      VM 1288 
Deacon John Belian    ext. 1239 
Mary Kohlhaas, Pastoral Care Coordinator   ext. 1229 
Susan Amos Palmer, Befriender Coordinator  VM 1298 
 

WORSHIP           651-633-8333 
Lee Treml, Director of Worship   ext. 1212 
Lori Vosejpka, Director of Contemporary Ensemble   
     lav247@msn.com 
Abe Gross, Director of Ignite     abrahamjohngross@gmail.com 
 

OFFICE OF DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION       651-633-1540 
Jessica Balzarini, Director      ext. 1228 
Jen Livermont, Coordinator of Discipleship for Families 
       ext. 1234 
Michael Lane, Coordinator of Sacraments, RCIA ext. 1219 
Jodie Wolla, Administrative Assistant                 ext. 1211 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY            651-633-1540 
Mikayla Anderson  cell 651-529-0526 ok to txt ext. 1218 
 

SCHOOL & PRESCHOOL (PreK - 8)        651-633-1522 
Ann Laird, Principal      ext. 1117 
Joy Thienes, Administrative Assistant    ext. 1118 
Michelle Barsness, Marketing/Enrollment    ext. 1114 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION            651-633-8333 
Mark Dittman, Business Administrator    ext. 1215 
Teri Shea, Office & Facilities Manager     ext. 1237 
Michelle Chock, Accountant     ext. 1224 
Maureen Owusu, Parish Bookkeeper  ext. 1255 
Rita Arndorfer, Volunteer Coordinator    ext. 1220 
Mary May, Development Associate   ext. 1253 
Thomas Herschbach, Receptionist   ext. 1210 
Patrick Hinnenkamp, Director of Maintenance  ext. 1203 
Melissa Berg, Hospitality Coordinator  ext. 1227 
Bonnie Haik, Communications Coordinator      
                 haikb@stjohnnyb.org 

Stay Connected:   
LIKE OR FOLLOW US on FACEBOOK  

https://www.facebook.com/SJBNewBrighton/ 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel https://bit.ly/3n9WnGQ 

EMAIL: stjohnsnb@pclink.com 

Visit our website: www.stjohnnb.com 

Archdiocese’s Victim/Survivor Assistance Program  

651-291-4497  24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

  
  
Monday, June 28, 2021 
8:00 AM Rosary ~ Church 
8:00 AM Confessions ~ Confessionals 
8:30 AM Mass (Ray and Lorraine Bonine+) Church 
3:00 PM Litany in Time of Need ~ Facebook 
 
Tuesday, June 29, 2021 
8:00 AM Confessions ~ Confessionals 
8:30 AM Mass (Lu Seiler+) Church 
3:00 PM Litany in Time of Need ~ Facebook 
 
Wednesday, June 30, 2021 
8:00 AM Confessions ~ Confessionals 
8:30 AM Mass (Genevieve Jogwuia+) Church 
9:30 AM Faithfully Fit ~ 206  
3:00 PM Litany in Time of Need ~ Facebook 
5:00 PM Confessions ~ Confessionals 
5:30 PM Mass ~ Church 
6:30 PM Summer Youth Group ~ LL106  
 
Thursday, July 1, 2021 
8:00 AM Confessions ~ Confessionals 
8:30 AM Mass (Dean Erickson+ & David Hill+) Church 
3:00 PM Litany in Time of Need ~ Facebook 
7:00 PM Lectio on the Lawn ~ School Court Yard 
 
Friday, July 2, 2021 
8:00 AM Confessions ~ Confessionals 
8:30 AM Mass (Genevieve Jogwuia+) Church 
3:00 PM Litany in Time of Need ~ Facebook 
 
Saturday, July 3, 2021 
3:00 PM Litany in Time of Need ~ Facebook 
3:30 PM Confessions ~ Confessionals 
4:30 PM Mass (Lori and +Joe Szepieniec) Church 
 
Sunday, July 4, 2021 ~ Independence Day 
8:30 AM Mass (Pat Delaney+) Church 
10:30 AM Mass (James Hunter+) Church 
3:00 PM Litany in Time of Need ~ Facebook 
NO 6:15 PM MASS 
 
Monday, July 5, 2021 
Independence Day Holiday  
8:00 AM Confessions ~ Confessionals 
8:30 AM Mass (Theresa Grace+) Church 
3:00 PM Litany in Time of Need ~ Facebook 
 
 

Church Nursery: We offer year-round nursery during 
both the 8:30am and 10:30am  Sunday Masses for  
children ages 1-3.  Children play with caring staff while 
you are able to fully participate in Mass.   



From: Mark Dittman, Parish Business Administrator 

Continued  

Using our Resources to Further our Mission and Promote our Core Values 
Summer 2021 Updates at St. John the Baptist 

 
It is a busy time at St. John’s this summer! We will be moving ahead with several necessary capital 
maintenance and improvement projects; we will be repurposing some key ministry space; we are 
making some important new hires and we are making prudential financial decisions. The steps we 

are taking now are the result of growth in our programs and your continuing generosity. Thank you! With this arti-
cle I hope to introduce these happenings and provide some background information as well.  
 
Capital Projects 
 
This summer we are installing a new security camera system to protect our people and our property, a built-in video 
camera in St. Joseph’s Hall, adding wifi to the Chapel of Angels, enhancing our church lighting, and we hope to 
perform needed repairs and updates on our heating, cooling and other aging systems. The cost for these upgrades 
will come from grants received, 2020 FallFest proceeds, and our capital reserves. Due to ongoing issues with leaks, 
we are also considering the need to replace our 50+ year old church windows (at the roof  
level).   
At the parish-owned convent, we will be replacing the sidewalk with a wider, safer walkway for our sisters. We are 
also repairing the house’s main chimney and adding a chimney cap.  
 
Preschool Expansion 
 
This spring St. John’s parish leadership made the decision to expand the space that we offer to our preschool. We 
considered doing this a year ago, but the uncertainties created by the pandemic put a hold on any decision. Our 
2020/21 preschool enrollment was strong and for much of the year we carried a waiting list for pre-kindergarten full 
day and 3-year old full day programs. These same programs have a waiting list for the coming year.   
In response to that demand, we will be repurposing several rooms and allowing our preschool to grow and therefore 
serve more families. Room 108, on the west side of our Parish Center’s lower level, will become a preschool space. 
The ministries using that room will relocate to the upper level of the Parish Center, to room 203 (the “Mail Room,” 
a copier and general utility room) or room 204, a conference room in which we may add cabinets. There will be 
some other relocation and review of storage spaces as well, all with the intention of supporting our ministries, our 
mission and our core values.  
Expanding our preschool space allows us to increase our preschool enrollment to over 60 students as well as intro-
duce a new program called the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Offering this program enables us to strengthen our 
mission of discipleship in our Early Childhood programming at St. John the Baptist.  
 
New Hires at St. John the Baptist 
 
As our parish grows and changes, our staff needs also change. We decided to invest in our Liturgy Department and 
hire a part-time administrative assistant for Lee Treml, our Director of Worship. Margaret Harmon, who many of 
you know as a frequent cantor at our Masses, will serve in this role starting in July. We are also expanding the role 
of Communications Coordinator to include the bulletin, event promotion, marketing, creating and overseeing the 
parish’s published and social media presence, maintaining our website, and exercising oversight of parish technolo-
gy as it relates to streaming parish ministry content and interfacing with social media.   
Another new position is in our Office of Discipleship & Mission. Over the past six years St. John’s has been inten-
tionally offering more opportunities for adults to grow in their relationship with Christ, such as Devoted and Catho-
lic Watchmen. We have taken pilgrimages to shrines and abbeys, offered studies on special topics, and offered an 
all-parish retreat. We have also planned and implemented a renewal of our ongoing formation programs such as the 
Becoming Catholic process and baptism preparation. Our relationship with Evangelical Catholic has produced a 
yield of 17 small groups comprised of 160 men and women. To maintain this momentum and continue to enrich our 
offerings, we created the position of Coordinator of Discipleship for Adults. The emphasis of this position will be 
the evangelization and catechesis of young adults and adults, including sacramental preparation.  



Dear parishioners of St. John the Baptist, 
 
I know this will come as a surprise (or a shock) to all of you—and for that I apologize—but I 
wanted to let you know that I will soon be leaving St. John the Baptist for a new parish assign-
ment. 
 

I was surprised as well when I got the call from the archdiocese. I thought that all of the assignments had  
already been determined for this year. But apparently this one was still being worked out. 
 
I will be moving back west to Wright County to work with Fr. John Meyer in the parishes of Maple Lake and An-
nandale. I am supposed to begin there on July 1 but we are still working out the details of when my last day will be 
here. Fr. Paul is currently in conversation with the chancery about the priest they are planning to assign here as the 
new parochial vicar. Again, those details are yet to be finalized. 
 
I know this is a sudden departure but the changes in life are rarely convenient. You, as parishioners of St. John the 
Baptist, have seen many priests come and go over the years. All of them have been blessed by their time among 
you. I know I have been. I will take with me many good memories of the friendships I made here during these past 
few years. God bless you all and please pray for the good of the parish during this time of transition. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

  From: Father Kevin Magner, Parochial Vicar 

Mark Dittman continued 
 
Parish Finances 
 
All of these maintenance items, upgrades, new hires and expanded ministries are driven by the needs of our parish-
ioners, especially as has become evident through the pandemic. Financially, our parishioners have shown an incred-
ibly generous spirit, for which we are so grateful! Please watch for a fiscal year 2020/21 financial report by late 
summer, but I can say now that we are on track to end the fiscal year with a surplus, which we plan to put to use in 
support of our mission, as described in this article. We were able to take advantage of both the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) loan, achieving forgiveness for our entire balance, and the Employee Retention Credit (ERC), both 
of which helped offset a portion of our staffing costs through the pandemic. In addition to our parishioners’ ongo-
ing generosity, our school has seen tremendous growth in enrollment this year, and the coming year’s numbers are 
looking strong as well.  
As responsible financial stewards of parish resources, we are planning to designate portions of surplus funds to op-
erating and capital reserves, and towards a new approach of pre-funding the tuition aid we give to our school fami-
lies each year. More information on our reserves will be in our year-end financial report.   
After a difficult year that limited our ministries but also challenged us to stay on mission in unique and creative 
ways, we are positioned to grow at St. John the Baptist! If you are reading this, you are a part of that growth! Please 
stay with us—or please join us—and together let us seek to fulfill our mission to GO. MAKE. TEACH. and em-
brace our core values of a reliance on prayer, a willingness to grow, and living out of a generous spirit.   
Thank you! May God continue to bless St. John the Baptist Church and School! And may all members of our par-
ish community know the love of Jesus and enjoy a truly wonderful summer! Please contact me with any questions.  
 
Mark Dittman 
Parish Business Administrator 
dittmanm@stjohnnyb.org 
651-633-8333, ext. 1215 

 



BIRTHRIGHT Caring help for pregnant women.  
(651) 646-7033 Saint Paul  (763) 757-0715 Coon Rapids  

PRAYER LINE   651-633-1618/651-247-4202 Call with 
your prayer requests.  Requests are confidential.  

St. John’s Newly Baptized 
Through water and the word you have become a 
child of God and are sealed as Christ’s own forever. 

 
Brynn Marie Battis  

Parents Ryan and Natalie Battis  
 

Montgomery Gene Ashmore  
Parents Eric Ashmore and Brittany Witucki  

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR...   
 
Those who have entered eternal life:   
Joseph Szepieniec 
 
Those who are ill: 
Shirley Lind, Cameron Santos, Patricia Roy, John Lundak, 
Dave Willette, Madi Rippy, Sydney Jo Rippy,  Nick  
Prokop, Jesse McDonough, Daryl and Rose Stevens, 
Richard Adams, Carol Ruff, Geraldine and Greg Najbert, 
Lillian Reps,  Gloria Hangartner, Louise and Cindy  
Sadlovsky, Sarah Miller, Emily Dahl, Theresa People, 
Josephine Schmidt, Erik Engebretson, Chris Natheos, 
Randy Vogland, Don Lumby, Alex Pearson, Thomas 
Jones, Mary Anne Lindberg, Jean Isacson, Fulton Francis 
Dobbs, Susan Welsh, Robert  Cuddigan, Jenny Bruening, 
Annette Foreman, John  Miskowiec, Mary Clare Farrell, 
Sawyer Anderson, Betsy Brown, Dee Olson, Jim Smith, 
Jerry Renk, Dale Phillips, Dennis Fox,  Kathleen Schopf, 
Tom Miskowic, Bob & Christine Springhetti, Steve 
Lauinger, Charlotte Thrun, John Riedle, Suanne   
Christensen, Poppy Craft, Annette Kirwan, Bonnie  
Norgren, Tom Roback, Emma Lutsilili, Braxton Battaglia, 
Beverly Aplikowski, John Mistelske, Mary Gormally, 
Georgianna Warden, Mary Spitzka, Michael  Ferdelman, 
Shirley Hill, Cassie Cramer, Jon Clark,  Donna Yenish, 
Mary Wegerson, John Leibrich, Scott Lemke, Nella 
Pitzen, Helen Sullivan, Carl Stampfle, Marcy Eder, Doug 
Brekke, Jack Longnecker, Philip Jarosz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Join us for all the traditional community fun 

Raffles, Kids Games, Food, Bingo,  
Car Show, Polka Mass.  

 
Mark your calendar for these highlights:   

September 18 
Golf Tournament 

 
September 24 

Pig Roast, 7pm The Good, The Bad and Funky 
 

September 25 
FUN RUN, Bags Tournament, GB Leighton at 7pm 

followed by fireworks 
 

September 26 
Booya! 

Polka Mass, Purse BINGO 
 

Email: fallfest@stjohnnyb.org  
Volunteers needed for FallFest planning! 

Advertising and Marketing lead 
Older Kids game lead 

Children’s Games co-chair  
If interested please contact  

Rita Arndorfer at  
arndorferr@stjohnnyb.org or  

Taylor Burns at tmschmidt19@gmail.com 

NEEDED:  GARDEN TOOLS  
 
For those of you who are moving 
from your home and no longer 
need your garden tools we would 
love to have you give them to St. 
John's.   
 

Our many gardeners at St. John's bring their own gar-
dening tools every week to keep the gardens looking 
beautiful.  Having the necessary tools at church readily 
available would help a lot.  Please bring your garden tool 
donation to the Welcome Desk. Call Pat Hinnenkamp if 
you have any questions.  



Totus Tuus  Summer Program 
 

Please join us the week of July 11-16 for Totus Tuus.  
The theme this year is The Virtues, Beatitudes and the 
Joyful Mysteries. College students on fire for their faith 
will be presenting a Catholic summer curriculum based 
upon the pillars of our faith.  
 
There is a Grade School Program that runs Monday, July 
12-Friday, July 16 from 9-2:30pm for students entering 
grades 1-6 in the fall. We will ignite the hearts of stu-
dents with songs, skits, games, prayer, Mass, small 
groups, recess, and large group presentations.  
Questions? email livermontj@stjohnnyb.org   
 
There is also a Junior High/High School Evening  
Program that runs Sunday, July 11-Thursday, July 15 
from 7:30-9:45pm for students entering grades 7-12 in 
the fall. This program includes large group presenta-
tions, small group discussions, games, and night prayer.  
Questions? Please email andersonm@stjohnnyb.org 
 
To register, visit  https://stjohnnb.com/faith-formation/
registrations/ 

To register, visit https://stjohnnb.com/faith-formation/
youth/extreme-faith-camp/ 

The Fruits of the Spirit VBS 
 
Join us on July 13, 14, 15 from 9 
AM-noon for the Fruits of the 
Spirit VBS! VBS is for students in 
preschool through children en-
tering Kindergarten. (Children 
entering 1st grade can choose 
either VBS or Totus Tuus, which-
ever program works best for 

your child and family.) We will read stories, make crafts, 
pray, have a snack, and playground time. VBS is a fun 
way to experience Christ’s teachings and the Holy Spirit 
through hands-on play with friends from school and 
church! We will meet in the First Grade classrooms. On 
our last day, we will end with a big water extravagan-
za! The cost is $30 which includes the cost of a VBS t-
shirt.  
Questions? Email Jen at livermontj@stjohnnyb.org.   
 
To register, visit  https://stjohnnb.com/faith-formation/

SUMMER YOUTH GROUPS  
We will continue to have youth group on Wednesday 
evenings for both middle school and high school stu-
dents from 6:30-8 PM.  
We will play games, grow in our faith and community!  
See you there!  
 

OPEN YOUTH ROOM FOR MIDDLE SCHOOLERS!  
Continuing in the summer – for all students entering 
middle school in the fall!  

Thursdays from 2:30-4pm in the youth room  
This time is a little bit less structured and just a time to 
be together.  
 

THURSDAY MORNING MASS CLUB  
ALL those entering high school or just graduated stu-
dents are welcome to join for daily Mass at 8:30 AM on 
Thursday morning throughout the summer followed by 
breakfast and community.  

Volunteers Needed for VBS and Totus Tuus: 
 

Help kids experience the Joy of Jesus this summer!  We 
are in need of teachers, high school aged helpers and 
snack helpers.  Plan to arrive by 8:30am.  VBS is for chil-
dren 3-entering Kindergarten and runs July 13-15 from 
9-noon. Totus Tuus is for grade school aged children and 
runs July 12 - 16 from 9-2:30pm.  Teachers will need to 
make sure their VIRTUS training is up-to-date.  Please 
contact Jen at livermontj@stjohnnyb.org if you have 
questions or would like to volunteer.  Please specify 
which program you would like to help with.   
 
Housing is needed for two guys and two girls.  July 10th-
17th.  Host home must not have any kids under 18 in the 
house.  Please contact Rita Arndorfer at arn-
dorferr@stjohnnyb.org for more information. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday: Gn 18:16-33; Ps 103:1b-4, 8-11; Mt 8:18-22 
Tuesday: Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18;  
 Mt 16:13-19 
Wednesday: Gn 21:5, 8-20a; Ps 34:7-8, 10-13; 
 Mt 8:28-34 
Thursday: Gn 22:1b-19; Ps 115:1-6, 8-9; Mt 9:1-8 
Friday: Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67; Ps 106:1b-5; 
 Mt 9:9-13 
Saturday: Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc-2; Jn 20:24-29 
Sunday: Ez 2:2-5; Ps 123:1-4; 2 Cor 12:7-10; 
 Mk 6:1-6a  

You changed my mourning into dancing; 
 O LORD, my God, 
  forever will I give you thanks. 
     ~ Psalm 30:13  



Reach More small group Bible study shone the Light of 
Christ during pandemic 
By Betsy Carlson 
 
For Tom Lemke, the Bible study group promotional scripture passage, Matthew 
18:20, “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in 
the midst of them,” proved to be true in his Reach More Lenten Bible study during 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
He says he received a “whole different and brighter perspective on the Gospel and 
(Mass) readings,” a sense of companionship and an appreciation for the lengths 
St. John the Baptist parish went to protect our safety. 
 
Tom was in a group of about 10 men, aged between 23 and 67, married and single, who met “face-to-face” in a 
large room weekly. He says they read and re-read the next Sunday’s Mass Scriptures and shared their perspec-
tives on the readings. 
 
“I didn’t feel comfortable being in a crowd of people, like a lot of us didn’t, but, still I yearned for some of that 
companionship,” says Tom, “or some other people within the church with the chance to talk to about things and 
to talk about the Bible, you know, to discuss the whole Bible, the week’s particular readings with people. “That’s 
where the light of Christ came down.” 
 
He says he was pleased the group could meet in a large upper classroom where they sat in big circle, kept their 6 
to 8 feet social distancing and everybody wore masks. One thing that “was really cool” he says was a system of 
signs on classroom doors indicating if the rooms had been cleaned or not. 
 
One night, the sign indicated their room was not cleaned yet. They found the janitor who disinfected and cleaned 
it in 10 to 15 minutes and they were set to meet. 
 
“I think the church went above and beyond during the whole pandemic with what they did to keep everybody 
safe,” he says. 
 
And speaking of everybody, Tom added, “The Lord wants us to know people, to pray together as a congregation. 
It’s a lot easier to pray together if you know people in the congregation. When you’re in these small groups, you 
get to know intimately these other people because you’re with them for eight weeks for two hours every Tues-
day night, in our case.” 
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Cece transferred to SJB School to live her faith daily, to go in person 
by Betsy Carlson 

In her desire to live her faith daily and do in-person school during the pan-
demic, Cece Linders transferred to St. John the Baptist Catholic School for 
seventh grade this past school year.  
 
An added benefit here? She found support, encouragement and group  
activities with the NET Team.  
 
“I chose to go to St. John’s because at my last school, faith wasn’t really a 
part of everyday life so that was something I was really looking forward to 
and having God in, like, everyday life and growing my faith,” says Cece.  
 
“Also, because of COVID, I really wanted to be in person, that was a really 
strong value I have. I really needed, like, interactions from people and 
teachers.” 

Continued  

 



Cece continued 
 
She transferred from a public school. Her family lives in Lino Lakes and, though active in another parish, is think-
ing about joining St. John the Baptist.  
 
Cece says she plans to go to Totino-Grace High School, as did her four older siblings and adds that she knows a 
lot of kids from SJB’s school go there after graduation. “So I get to know some new kids from St. John’s before I 
go there, so that was a very nice feature,” says Cece. 
 
Her mother, Maria, says Cece also liked daily prayers at school, weekly student Mass, praying the Rosary and that 
the seventh graders learned a lot of prayers this year. She taught her older siblings the Prayer to St. Michael the 
Archangel and now the family says it before their meals every night.  
 
Maria and other family members sometimes attended the student Masses and she and Cece prayed together dai-
ly when they drove to school.   
 
Cece says her involvement with the NET Team came when the team members would “hang out” with them and 
play games at recess, attend students’ sports activities—including her soccer games—and would put on “open 
youth room” on Thursdays after school and monthly Extreme Faith Night adoration sessions.  
 
As other youth were, Cece met in a small group with a NET Team member—hers was Viviana, who gave each a 
Catholic Catechism. “We would talk about different things and she would help us find what Jesus would do in 
those situations,” Cece says, “and she helped each find our own identity in Christ. Then I met with her individually 
and she would pray with me and help me find verses in the Bible that really inspired me to follow God, to trust 
Him through my struggles.” 

SJB used online classes, Zoom meetings and limited activities to keep our 
youth connected 
By Betsy Carlson 
    
For Jill Munsinger, the mother of two, the efforts of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church and School to keep its 
younger members connected, whether through online school and a Zoom youth group early in the pandemic, or 
this year through in-person, though limited, activities brought joy to her children. 
  
“When everything shut down last year in March, I really attribute a lot of it to Father Paul and his ability to think 
creatively how to reach people, to reach everybody and the families including the students,” says Jill. “So, he 
pretty quickly pivoted to using Facebook, YouTube, as did the youth group. 
  
“They had Zoom meetings and they kept the community contacts alive.” 
  
She noted that when the world shut down, that eliminated all her kids’ activities. She says, while both Brandon, 
16, and Krista, 14, are very active, “neither one of them probably realized the impact of not participating in activ-
ities on a nightly basis. Just having that simple outreach of Mass and a youth group connection was so important 
for mental health. I would say in the dark time, we would see joy. We would see smiles on their faces. We would 
hear laughter.” 
  
Jill praised the school’s staff and administration for their ability to think creatively, react quickly and show a will-
ingness to grow into new ways of doing things to continue the growth of the students.  
 
The school pivoted really quickly to online learning when the shut-down happened: getting the schedule figured 
out, getting equipment for the kids, making sure everybody had a working computer and learning how to use 
Zoom, which was new to everybody, says Jill. Her children finished that first school year online, Brandon at 
Totino-Grace High School and Krista as a seventh grader here at SJB.  
  
Jill says that being an eighth grader is something that the students really look forward to at St. John the Baptist 
School. They’re at the top rung in the school and get to be the big prayer partners for the kindergarteners and sit 
with them during Mass. Krista and her classmates—though attending school in person this year—weren’t able to 
do as much because of COVID-19 limitations. 
  
“But I think just being in the school was really important, being able to see their friends, interact with classmates 
and have kindergarten prayer partners, being able to have the relationship and develop it,” says Jill.  
  
And Krista did get to have graduation this year, says Jill, for which they were so thankful.   
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Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Burial, Cremation, Memorial and Pre-Planning Services

Family Owned and Operated
515 Hwy. 96 W. Shoreview 651-482-7606

www.holcombhenryboom.com

Funeral Chapels & Cremation Services
MILLER NEW BRIGHTON CHAPEL (651) 636-9821
 706 4th Avenue NW, New Brighton             Family owned & operated for over 150 years www.washburn-mcreavy.com

Thomas C. Hardel, DDS
Family Dentistry

Preventive
Restorative

Implants, Dentures, Partials

949 Old Hwy 8 NW
New Brighton

(one block west of St. John’s)

HardelFamilyDentistry.com

651-633-1708

Locally Owned
David & Marilyn Tucci

Parishioners

Buy Any Drink - Regular Price
Second Drink is FREE (With This Ad)
9390 Lexington Ave. • Lexington

763-783-2122

VERNON S. HOIUM
– Attorney At Law –

• Wills • Small Business • Elder Law
• Probate • Real Estate • Power of Attorney

4111 Central Ave NE Suite 206 South, Col. Hts.
www.hoiumlaw.com 763-788-1605

INDEPENDENT LIVING SOLUTIONS
Certified Age-In-Place Specialist

Universal Design & Renovations,
Walk-in-tubs, Grab bars, Stair & Platform 

lifts, Accessible Kitchens & Baths, and more.

Brent Megahan www.mnils.com P: 612-743-7373

E: brent@mnils.com MN LIC # BC630902

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System



009505 St John the Baptist Church (A)             www.jspaluch.com                                                            For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

BILLMAN-HUNT
FUNERAL 
CHAPEL

Serving Mpls. / St. Paul 

& Suburbs

2701 Central Ave. NE

612-789-3535

Schutta & Zimmer PLLC
Paul Schutta, C.P.A.
Larry Zimmer, C.P.A.

3050 Centre Pointe Dr.

Suite 170

Roseville, MN 55113

(651) 636-4050

651-636-2617
www.capcarpet.com

barblieser@lieserinsurance.com

580 5th Avenue NW

Suite 100
New Brighton, MN 55112  p: 651-633-6087

www.silverlakedental.com f: 651-633-3593

Theresa M. Snell, D.D.S., P.A.
Charlie Hannon, D.D.S.

Denny’s Service
Auto Repair and Care

Hours: 
Mon- Th. 7 AM to 6 PM • Fri. 7 AM to 5 PM

2190 Silver Lake Rd.
New Brighton
651-633-0952

IS A MOVE IN YOUR FUTURE?
Free Home Evaluation
375+ Homes Sold!

S. Alex Francis
651-276-9392

alexfrancis.edinarealty.com 

Of St. Anthony

4004 Silver Lake Rd. • 612-781-3450
“We’re happy to be in the neighborhood”

10% Off with this coupon*
(not valid with other offers*)

Law offices of:

MARTIN D. SCHUTZ, PA
Martin D. Schutz - Parishioner

- Estate Planning
- Probate
- Business Transactions
- Real Estate
-  General Litigation
- Family Law

2199 Silver Lake Road

(651) 789-6052
Schutzlaw@msn.com

CFP®, ChFC®, CDFA®, ADPA®, APMA®,
CLTC®, CRPC®, MPAS™, BFA™
Private Wealth Advisor
952.857.1487
michelle.a.young@ampf.com
confettiwealth.com

A private wealth advisory practice of
Amerprise Financial Services, LLC
7601 France Ave S, Ste 600
Edina, MN 55435

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER® and CFP (with plaque design) in the US.

The Sablaks
Tony & Irena Sablak

Realtors & Parishioners

651-210-0337
 • 17 yrs. experience

• Home Warranty Provided–No Cost!

tonysablak@edinarealty.coma Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

Tony Schmalzbauer - Parishioner
• Mowing • Cleanup • Com./Res.

• Plowing • Landscape Svc. • Senior Disc.

651-303-6083
www.passaulandcare.com

MINNEAPOLIS
SAW INC.

Sales • Parts • Service

www.Minneapolissaw.com

763-781-9312 
831 40th Ave NE, Columbia Heights

• Lawn Mowers
• Riders
• Chain Saws
• Grass Trimmers
• Leaf Blowers
• Snow Blowers

CARPENTER & HANDYMAN
JOHN URGO
Remodel / Repair
Small Building
651-404-9850

johnurgo01@gmail.com

HOUSING FOR HOMELESS
PREGNANT WOMEN.
Volunteers needed.
651-373-1205

www.PhilomenaHouse.org

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

(C
S

T
 2

1
1
7
9
9
0
-7

0
)

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!
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