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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God,  

pray for us. 

All you holy Angels and Archangels, 

pray for us. 

Saint John the Baptist,  

pray for us. 

Saint Joseph,

pray for us. 

Saint Peter,  

pray for us. 

Saint Paul,  

pray for us. 

Saint Andre Bessette,
pray for us. 
Saint Thomas Aquinas,  
pray for us. 
Saint Dominic,  
pray for us. 
Saint Francis, 
pray for us. 
Saint Clare,
pray for us. 
Saint John Paul II,  
pray for us. 
Saint Anthony,  
pray for us. 
Saint Junipero Serra, 
pray for us. 
Saint Francis Xavier, 
pray for us. 

Saint Jerome,

pray for us. 

Saint Patrick,

pray for us. 

Saint Isaac Jogues,

pray for us. 

Saint Charles Lwanga and Companions,

pray for us. 

Saint Damian of Molokai, 
pray for us. 
Saint Hyacinth,
pray for us.
Saints Joachim and Anne,  
pray for us. 
Saint Mary Magdalene,  
pray for us. 
Saint Agatha,  
pray for us. 
Saint Lucy,  
pray for us. 
Saint Agnes,  
pray for us. 
Saint Cecilia,  
pray for us. 
Saint Philomena,  
pray for us. 
Saint Catharine,  
pray for us. 
Saint Gianna Molla,  
pray for us. 
Saint Maria Goretti,  
pray for us. 
Saint Bernadette,  
pray for us. 
Saint Therese of Lisieux,  
pray for us.  



Saint Elizabeth of Hungary,
pray for us.  
Saint Teresa of Calcutta, 
pray for us.  
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha,

pray for us. 

Saint Josephine Bakhita,

pray for us. 

Saint Marianne Cope,

pray for us. 

Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne,

pray for us. 

The Fourteen Holy Helpers,

pray for us. 

Blessed Solanus Casey,  
pray for us. 
Blessed James Miller,  
pray for us. 
Blessed Stanley Rother, 
pray for us. 
Blessed Frederic Ozanam,
pray for us.  
Blessed Rosalie Rendu, 
pray for us. 
Blessed Michael McGivney, 
pray for us. 
All you Holy Saints of God, 
pray for us. 

From Your merciful heart,
call us forth oh Lord.
Towards the incomparable depth of 
Your mercy
call us forth oh Lord.
To the places Your love isn't known, 
call us forth oh Lord.
To minister to the hearts that have 
been hardened,
call us forth oh Lord.

To be a bright light shining for You in the 
darkness of our world,
call us forth oh Lord.
To greater respect for all human life, 
call us forth oh Lord.
Into deeper communion with You, 
call us forth oh Lord.

Be merciful to us sinners,  

Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer. 

Guide and protect your holy Church,  

Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer. 

Restore us with your life in abundance, 

Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer. 

That You are continually taking care of me,  
Jesus, I trust in you. 
That not knowing the future invites me to 
lean on You,  
Jesus, I trust in you. 
That You are with me in my suffering,  
Jesus, I trust in you. 
That my suffering, united to Your own, 
will bear fruit in this life and the next,  
Jesus, I trust in you. 
That You give me all the strength I need for 
what is asked,  
Jesus, I trust in you. 
That my life is a gift,  
Jesus, I trust in you. 
That You are my Lord and my God,  
Jesus, I trust in you. 
That I am Your beloved one,  
Jesus, I trust in you. 



Lamb of God, who takes away the sins 
of the world,  
spare us, Lord. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins 
of the world,  
graciously hear us. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins 
of the world,  
have mercy on us. 

Christ, hear us.  

Christ, hear us. 

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer. 

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer. 

Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy.  

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Let us pray: 

Heavenly Father, you call us forth from Your heart to share the Good News that Jesus 
is alive.  Jesus, call us forth into deeper communion with You at every Mass and at 
all our times of prayer.  Holy Spirit, call us forth to fulfill the mission that You have 
prepared for us.  You have provided for us in our time of need and restored us to life as 
a parish. We turn to You, relying on prayer, confident in Your goodness.  May Your 
grace call us forth to grow into the saints You desire us to be.  We are called forth 
from Your loving heart which inspires us to live out of a generous spirit.  Strengthen 
us today to respond to Your invitation and take the next step on our journey of faith.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Devotional for Day 1, Wednesday, September 28 

Intention: 
That we may use these 40 Days for Life 
to plead for God’s mercy and grace up- 
on all those involved in the sin of abor- 
tion. 

The psalmist encourages us to go hum- 
bly before God as we seek His will: 

A clean heart create for me, O God, 
and a steadfast spirit renew within 
me… Give me back the joy of your 
salvation and a willing spirit sustain 
in me… O Lord, open my lips, and my 
mouth shall proclaim your praise 
(Psalm 51:12-17). 

We are called to be God’s messengers; 
or as the Apostle Paul wrote: 

We are ambassadors for Christ, as if 
God were appealing through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ: be 
reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 
5:20). 

That is the true message to all we en- 
counter at the abortion centers and in 
our communities who have been de- 
ceived by the Culture of Death. We don’t 
bring condemnation; we bring God’s 
good news. 

Scripture: 
Blow the trumpet in Zion! Proclaim a 
fast, call an assembly. Gather the peo- 
ple, notify the congregation. Assemble 
the elders; gather the children and the 
infants at the breast… Let the priests, 
the ministers of the Lord, weep and say, 
"Spare, O Lord, your people.” 

—Joel 2:15-17 

Reflection: 
The toll of abortion cannot be meas- 
ured. We hear estimates of almost 50 
million innocent victims, but that’s only 
one aspect of the harm that has unfold- 
ed in abortion’s wake. There are also the 
mothers and fathers of these millions, as 
well as the grandparents, brothers and 
sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins. Unborn 
lives destroyed. Lives of the living 
shattered. 

It’s overwhelming and depressing, but 
even in the midst of such unfathomable 
darkness, the church teaches us to have 
hope. Yes, it was indeed Calvary that 
followed Christ’s 40 days in the desert, 
but without Calvary there would have 
been no Resurrection – His victory over 
death that opened the gates of heaven to 
those who believe in and fol- low Him. 

Prayer: 
Lord, we ask for the strength, courage, 
wisdom, determination and stamina to 
carry out this mission according to 
Your will. 

Guide us, we pray, as we go forth and 
proclaim Your truth, always doing so 
with a spirit of love and compassion, as 
was demonstrated to us through the 
work of Your Son, Jesus Christ. In His 
name we pray, amen. 
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Devotional for Day 2, Thursday, September 29 
Rev. Clenard Childress, LEARN (Life Education and Resource Network) 

Intention: 
Let us pray that pastors may not be dis- 
tracted from the priority of caring for 
human lives. 

Unfortunately, just as the original 
twelve pastors in Acts, they can be so 
focused on getting people in that they 
inadvertently end up pushing some 
people out. Murmuring is a deplorable 
deterrent to a harmonious fellowship, 
yet God used it to get the disciples at- 
tention. Those that needed daily atten- 
tion due to their age and social status 
were being neglected. 

This neglect of the Hellenist widows 
during the daily distribution of food was 
causing undue grief and needed to be 
corrected by the leadership. By God’s 
grace the problem was dealt with, but 
the lesson remains. 

And during these 40 days, let us pray 
that today’s church not make the same 
mistake of forgetting the contributions 
of our seniors, or the needs of the 
weakest among us, the unborn. 

Scripture: 
In those days, when the number of the 
disciples was multiplying, there arose a 
complaint against the Hebrews by the 
Hellenists, because their widows were 
neglected in the daily distribution. 
— Acts 6:1 

Reflection: 
More folks learning left some yearning. 

It is the dawning of a new day. There is 
much excitement in Jerusalem. Many 
who dedicated themselves to the faith 
became disciples (the word disciple 
means “learner”). 

The unprecedented church growth was 
miraculous and undoubtedly brought 
much satisfaction to the new leader- 
ship. The apostles, however, were 
about to experience growing pains in 
their master plan of evangelism. 

Projects that engage the community, 
especially those that are evangelistic in 
nature, are high on the list of priorities 
for every duty-bound pastor. 

Church attendance is a constant con- 
cern for every pastor and often his or 
her worth is measured by it. 

Prayer: 
Father, in the Church’s desire to engage 
our communities with the gospel let her 
not disengage from those who need 
their care and company the most. 

Let us gain wisdom from those who 
have gone before us and cherish their 
experiences and perspectives. Help us 
to appreciate every soul in the body of 
Christ and minister properly to every- 
body. Amen. 
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Devotional for Day 3, Friday, September 30 
Dennis DiMauro, Lutherans for Life 

Intention: 
We pray for God’s gift of strength as we 
strive to protect human life during 
these 40 Days for Life. 

includes is giving up on anxiety by rest- 
ing in the loving arms of Christ, trust- 
ing that He will provide. Such a spiritu- 
al diet also frees us from our worries, 
and allows us to freely praise Him and 
serve others. Christ’s words bear re- 
peating: 

Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you 
will wear. Is not life more im- 
portant than food, and the body 
more important than clothes? Look 
at the birds of the air; they do not 
sow or reap or store away in barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not much more valu- 
able than they? 

This promised provision teaches us the 
inestimable worth of our lives. He will 
not allow us to go without. This inti- 
mate knowledge and care for human life 
on the part of our gracious God is what 
motivates us to seek for the 
preservation of human life in all its 
stages. 

Scripture: 
Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat or drink; or 
about your body, what you will wear. Is 
not life more important than food, and 
the body more im- portant than clothes? 
Look at the birds of the air; they do not 
sow or reap or store away in barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not much more valuable than 
they? 

—Matthew 6:25-26 

Reflection: 
Billions of dollars are spent each year 
on diet plans. But Jesus tells us to stop 
worrying so much about our bodies, 
and instead to trust in God’s care for our 
physical needs 

What would happen if the people who 
had started on a low-carb diet this year 
had instead gone on a diet of heavenly 
food? For non-believers that diet would 
include trusting in Christ for their sal- 
vation, and for believers it would in- 
clude a renewed prayer life, a new Bi- 
ble study, or even a spiritual fast. 

This diet doesn’t include giving up on 
certain kinds of foods. What this diet 

Prayer: 
Loving heavenly Father, help us to see 
the worth of all human beings by the 
way in which you provide for us. We 
would ask that you provide also the 
faith, grace and courage to enable us to 
protect that which is so precious to you. 
Through Christ our Lord, amen. 
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Devotional for Day 4, Saturday, October 1 
Lisa Robertson, Duck Commander Clan 

Intention: 
For each female who is faced with an 
unplanned pregnancy to know that she 
is loved, supported, and favored by 
God. 

Scripture: 
Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, “Glory 
to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his 
favor rests.” 

a pro-life advocate to speak truth to me. 
But I only had misinformed parents and a 
dishonest abortion clinic. Just as Mary had 
Elizabeth and Elizabeth had Mary to share 
their unbelievable news with, we need 
someone to trust. Someone to comfort, 
console and speak life and truth to us. 
Both Elizabeth and Mary needed to share 
Gods amazing gift with someone. Girls, 
young women and older women need to 
know that God has done an amazing thing 
in their womb. Life has begun and it is to 
be celebrated. Any life, no matter the 
mode of conception. Let’s always 
celebrate a life within a womb as a gift! 
Just as the great company of heavenly 
hosts and the angel praised, “Glory to God 
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
to those on whom his favor rests.” Any 
woman who is blessed to have a life 
created within her has been shown favor! 

— Luke 2: 13-14 

Reflection: 
Pregnant? How can this be? When a girl 
finds out she’s pregnant, it’s unbelievable. 
She wonders how it happened. I think she 
knows how it happens but she didn’t think 
it would happen to her. This is something 
that happens to other girls. She needs to 
tell someone. She needs to talk it through. 
But who? Who can she trust with her 
secret? A secret that, by the way, won’t be 
a secret in a few months. I was that girl. I 
had sexual relations with my boyfriend 
and then it just happened! That’s the way 
God designed it. Your body doesn’t know if 
the person you’re intimate with is your 
boyfriend, husband or offender. It just does 
what it was designed to do. But again, who 
can I trust with this secret? 
The year I became pregnant at 16 was the 
first year our pregnancy center started in a 
doctor’s office. Embrace Grace wasn’t 
started yet. You could not see a doctor as a 
minor without a parent. Oh, how I needed 

Prayer: 
Father God, giver of life, creator of life 
and sustainer of life, thank you for each 
life you give us. Father, I pray each one 
that is faced with a decision will choose 
life and know that she is favored by 
you. I pray, we, your mouthpieces, will 
console, comfort, support and equip 
your mothers to make the decision to 
choose life. Help us Lord to love and 
comfort those who do not. 
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Devotional for Day 5, Sunday, October 2 
Rev. Ben Sheldon, President Emeritus, Presbyterians Pro-Life 

Intention: 
May the truth of the final judgment 
shape our thoughts, priorities, and 
choices here on earth. 

And who are the poor and needy, if not 
helpless, unborn babies, as well as the 
aged and infirm at the other end of life? 

Surely the “least of these” embraces not 
only those at both ends of the continu- 
um of life, but all others in between. 

Just how we, as Christ’s true followers, 
respond to his admonition “inasmuch as 
you did it to the least of these, you did it 
to me” will determine whether we enjoy 
eternal bliss in his presence or the 
bleak and dreadful reality of eternal 
punishment in hell. 

Caring for others is not optional. Noth- 
ing in God’s Word could be clearer! 

Scripture: 
The King will answer and say to them, 
“Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as 
you did it to one of the least of these my 
brethren, you did it to me.” 

—Matthew 25:31-46 

Reflection: 
Jesus’ picture of the final judgment 
concludes with this sobering word: the 
wicked, who failed to care for others in 
their various needs (the hungry, the 
thirsty, the aliens, the naked, the sick, 
the imprisoned) will go away into ever- 
lasting punishment, but the righteous 
who did seek to meet those needs will 
end up with him, enjoying eternal life. 

We know that this was no mere para- 
ble! Jesus has given us fair warning! 

Everything in God’s Word points to the 
truth that compassionate concern and 
practical care for all people, especially 
for the poor, the destitute, the weak and 
needy is required of us, if indeed we 
hope to escape the punishment of the 
fire of hell. 

Prayer: 
Gracious and merciful Father, we glad- 
ly embrace your Word, in which you 
counsel us to care for the least of your 
children. 

We renew our dedication to defending 
the unborn and all whose right to life is 
compromised by our godless society’s 
selfish lack of concern. 

Free us from our own failures and sins 
so that we will be truly pro-life in every 
area of our lives. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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Devotional for Day 6, Monday, October 3 
Rev. Paul Stallsworth, Lifewatch (United Methodist Church) 

Intention: 
That knowing the shortness of life, all 
may value it more deeply. 

Clearly, all along the way, this gracious, 
loving God is with us. No human life is 
random or alone. No human life was 
created without purpose. Not one hu- 
man life is without destiny. 

All human lives, acknowledged or not, 
are related to God -- from beginning, to 
end, throughout eternity. 

Therefore, in this world, all human lives 
are to be respected and protected, for 
their lives are signs of God’s sover- 
eignty. 

Scripture: 
Remember your Creator before the sil- 
ver cord is loosed, or the golden bowl 
is broken, or the pitcher shattered at the 
fountain, or the wheel broken at the 
well. 

Then the dust will return to the earth 
as it was, and the spirit will return to 
God who gave it. 

—Ecclesiastes 12:6-7 
Prayer: 

O God, we too often try to live in ways 
that ignore our coming death. We for- 
get that our days are numbered by You, 
that at the end of our days your judg- 
ment awaits, that You are the Lord of 
our destiny. 

Help us to repent daily, and then to live 
each day in joyful obedience. Lead us to 
live in the light and promise of eternity. 

Prepare us to live fully and sacrificially. 

Prepare us to die faithfully and hope- 
fully, so that we might live forever with 
You. Through Jesus Christ, who has 
gone before us, we trust and hope and 
love and pray. Amen. 

Reflection: 
God is giver of all life. Short lived or 
long lived, human lives are lived out in 
this world. 

The metaphors for death are many. But 
their meaning is clear and singular: all 
will die. Even so, death is not the abso- 
lute end. It is not the end of the story. 

For as certainly as God gave life, at 
death the life or spirit that God gave re- 
turns to God. 

By God, we are created. For God, we live 
our given days. To God, we return at the 
end of our earthly days. And with God, 
we live through eternity. 
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Devotional for Day 7, Tuesday, October 4 
Fr. Terry Gensemer, National Director, Charismatic Episcopal Church for Life 

Intention: 
May we have a heart and a zeal to save 
the poor and release the oppressed. 

their parents before they ever leave the 
womb? Who are the broken hearted, if 
not those unborn children whose only 
example of love is having their mother 
take them to an abortion clinic to be 
destroyed, or the mother of a child who 
has been deceived by everyone around 
her into believing that what she is do- 
ing is best for her and her child? 

Who are the captives, if not those un- 
born children who are bound over to 
death by the “choice” of abortion? 

Who is more blind than an unborn child 
in the darkness of a womb that has 
become a waiting room for their death? 

And who is more oppressed than those 
unborn children whose oppression has 
been legitimized by their government, 
their church and even their family and 
loved ones. 

Scripture: 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, be- 
cause He has anointed Me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to 
heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed. 

—Luke 4:18-19 

Reflection: 
This passage is a very familiar one. It 
has been preached on many occasions, 
even made popular in books and songs. 

Though the quote is about Jesus, all 
Christians take this commission seri- 
ously as a directive on how to reach the 
world with the gospel. 

We, like our Savior, are to bring the 
good news to the poor, the broken 
hearted, those in captivity, those who 
cannot see, and the oppressed. 

The commission given to us in this pas- 
sage is clearly a charge to care for those 
for whom God cares the most. I wonder 
though, whom do we look for to be 
touched by the Holy Spirit as we go out 
into the world? 

Who are the poor, if not those unborn 
children who have been abandoned by 

Prayer: 
Lord, You empower us with Your Spirit 
to do your will in the earth. 

Send us to the poorest, the most bro- 
ken, the most captive, the most blind 
and the most oppressed in the world, 
the innocent pre-born children in their 
mother’s wombs that are scheduled for 
destruction. 

Help us to bring them healing, liberty, 
sight and justice through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, Amen. 
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