
St. John the Baptist Church 
Leadership Team Report to Commissions 

 
                       June 11, 2024

 
Fr. Paul Shovelain, Pastor 
651-633-8333, ext. 1214 
frshovelain@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• Renovation Updates. The renovations in the church are well under way. The work on the ceiling 

for Phase I has been completed. In addition to what had been planned, we were able to replace the 
24-year old sprinkler heads. The scaffolding is starting to be disassembled and the work on the 
floor will begin on June 14. With the school year concluded, work in the school has begun. I am 
grateful to all those who have both helped guide the projects and fund them. 

• 10th Anniversary of Priesthood. Thank you! I was incredibly moved by the all the love and 
support I received as I celebrated my 10th anniversary as a priest. I am incredibly grateful to the 
Lord to share in His priesthood. I love serving here at SJB and please know of my prayers for 
each of you. Thank you, commission members, as you help me serve the parish well. I am 
grateful for your guidance and your commitment to furthering Christ’s kingdom here in New 
Brighton and beyond! 

 
Please let me or one of our team members know if you have questions or input in any area of our 
church and school life together. Thank you! 
 
Fr. Joseph Nguyễn, Parochial Vicar 
651-633-8333, ext. 1213 
frnguyen@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• Altar Server Training. We will be training new altar servers on Wednesday June 12. This training 

will be different because of the work happening in the church. However, we will be training some 
of the experienced servers to be MCs so that they can help the new ones in this time of transition 
and with the big Masses we have. 

• Fr. Joseph’s Transition. Fr. Joseph’s final weekend will be June 29/30. He will be celebrating the 
Saturday evening Mass and the two Sunday morning Masses with small receptions following each. 
He will have his Sunday evening farewell Mass the week prior, on June 23. 
 

Mark Dittman, Director of Business Operations 
651-633-8333, ext. 1215 
dittmanm@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• Year to Date Sunday Giving. Our Sunday Giving through Week 49 (June 2) is $38,022 below 

budget, a difference of 1.7%. We are grateful for the continuing generosity of our parishioners 
and invite any additional gifts that will enable us to catch up to our budget as we close out the 
fiscal year on June 30. Thank you all! An online summary of the various ways our parishioners 
can financially support St. John’s can be found on our website. We now take Venmo and Bitcoin! 

• Summer Office Hours. On Fridays the Parish Administrative Offices will close at 1:00 p.m., 
from Friday, June 14 through Friday, August 30, with the exception of June 28, when offices will 
close at 4:00 p.m. During those same weeks the church campus will close at 8:00 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 7:00 p.m. on Friday evenings. Additionally, staff will be enjoying planned 
vacations throughout the summer. Staff commitment to serving our parishioners will continue to 
be high; however, please be aware of these factors when engaging with our staff and otherwise 
conducting St. John’s business or activities. 
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Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship 
651-633-1540 ext. 1280 
finkj@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• Summer Adult Lifelong Learning. Adults are encouraged to come to the 5-week series on the 

Eucharist entitled Presence which will be led by Jill Fink on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:45 
pm beginning June 18 in room 206. No registration is required; adults can drop in. These will be 
casual gatherings with a video presentation and large group discussion—a great atmosphere to 
invite others to attend! I extend a special invite to our newly trained small group leaders for them 
to discern this as a possible program for their small group this year. The theme of the Eucharist is 
fitting with our National Eucharistic Revival and Synod Year 2 Priority of Mass and the 
Eucharist. 

• Totus Tuus. St. John’s is getting ready to welcome 82 day students and teens in the evening 
during our week of Totus Tuus on June 23-28. Our four Totus Tuus missionaries will be leading 
the day and evening programs. Missionaries will be giving testimony at the weekend Masses on 
June 22-23. Our Totus Tuus parish program will be incorporated in with the Parish Anniversary 
Party and Feast Day Celebration on Thursday, June 27. 

 
Ann Laird, St. John the Baptist School Principal 
651-633-1522 
lairda@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• Year End. Another school year has come to a close and we are looking forward to a busy 

summer. Construction on our bathrooms begins on June 10 with our playground construction 
starting on June 17. In addition to these two big projects, we will be getting new carpet in the 
main hallway of the second floor and all classrooms as well as new middle school lockers and 
making some other smaller updates over the summer. We can’t wait for next year! 

• 8th Grade Graduation. Congratulations to our 48 - 8th grade students who graduated Thursday, 
May 31. We are so excited to see where this next journey takes them. Please pray for them as 
they continue to embrace a relationship with God and face new challenges in their lives. 

• July 28 Mass in the Park: The school will be hosting a Mass in Long Lake Park for all current 
and incoming school families on Sunday, July 28. We will have Mass at 10:30 am and then enjoy 
some fellowship and fun!  

 
Jim Martin, Director of Community Life 
651-633-8333, ext. 1228 
martinj@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• Parish Anniversary Party and Feast Day Celebration. This year St. John’s will be celebrating 

our parish anniversary with Mass on Thursday, June 27 at 5:30 pm, a picnic dinner at 6:15 pm in 
St. Joseph Hall, a Totus Tuus program and a DJ in the west parking lot.  

• Night of Gratitude. The Offices of Discipleship & Mission and Development hosted the annual 
Night of Gratitude on Thursday, May 9 to celebrate together the fruit of discipleship here at SJB. 
181 attendees enjoyed social time, a delicious dinner and a program that highlighted discipleship 
efforts and testimonies. Thank you to all our mission partners who made this year successful! 

 
 

A joyous and peaceful summer to all of you and your families! 
Thank you all for your reliance on prayer, your willingness to grow, and your generous spirit! 

 
The St. John the Baptist Leadership Team 

Fr. Paul Shovelain, Fr. Joseph Nguyễn, Mark Dittman, Jill Fink, Ann Laird, Jim Martin 
 

Bearing witness to Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life: 
GO. MAKE. TEACH. 
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