
St. John the Baptist Church 
Leadership Team Report to Commissions 

 
                       May 21, 2024

 
Fr. Paul Shovelain, Pastor 
651-633-8333, ext. 1214 
frshovelain@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• Renovation Updates. The church renovations are going well. We were able to adjust moving the 

removal of the St. John’s section pews to June 10, allowing us to utilize that section for one more 
weekend. The 10:30 am Mass on Mother’s Day was very full, so the Leadership Team is 
considering options to accommodate a large crowd. Ideas include setting up SJH for overflow 
seating or adding an additional Mass. One idea we do plan to implement is setting up six rows of 
folding chairs on the flat floor of the St. John’s section, utilizing the kneeler pads from the kneelers 
removed from that section.  

• Eucharistic Procession. In addition to attending the Star of the North Eucharistic Congress on 
May 18 & 19 (the Congress begins on Friday, May 17), I will be attending the Source and Summit 
Eucharistic Procession from the St. Paul Seminary to the Cathedral of St. Paul on Memorial Day, 
May 27. I invite you to join me as well! 

 
Please let me or one of our team members know if you have questions or input in any area of our church 
and school life together. Thank you! 
 
Fr. Joseph Nguyễn, Parochial Vicar 
651-633-8333, ext. 1213 
frnguyen@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• Mass in Saint Joseph’s Hall. We begin Phase 2 in July when the whole church will be closed for 

renovation. We have the basic structure set in St. Joseph Hall and now we are looking at how to 
make it accessible and comfortable for everyone during that time. Items to look at are accessibility 
for those with mobility issues, overflow seating, and getting sound to the right places. 

• Corpus Christi Procession. Last year we did a Eucharistic Procession around the church after the 
10:30 am Mass. This year, on Sunday June 2, we will be processing out into the community. One 
stop will be in front of city hall. The other stop we have is at the Ameriprise building where the old 
church used to stand. We will be inviting our First Communicants to join us for the procession and 
give them a place of honor right behind Jesus. Please join us!  

 
Mark Dittman, Director of Business Operations 
651-633-8333, ext. 1215 
dittmanm@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• Sunday Giving & New Ways to Give. Our Sunday Giving through Week 46 (May 12) is less than 

1% below budget. This is significant considering that we budgeted a 3.6% increase in Sunday 
Giving this year over fiscal 2022/23. Your generosity is making that happen! Did you know you 
can also give to St. John’s via Venmo (@StJohns-NB) and with Bitcoin? Watch for the Venmo 
QR code in the bulletin and on signage. To donate bitcoin, please contact me at the parish office. 
Thank you!  

• 2024/25 Budget Approved. At the April 23 meeting the Finance Commission recommended 
approval of the proposed budget for next year. The budget is now subject to a final review and any 
necessary revisions before Fr. Paul’s approval makes it final. I am grateful to our school and church 
department leaders and the members of the Finance Commission, all of whom contribute to creating 
the complex but very useful planning tool that is our operating budget. 
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Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship 
651-633-1540 ext. 1280 
Finkj@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• Synod SET Year 2. Archbishop Hebda and the staff at the Archdiocese have set forth the plans 

for Year 2 of the Synod implementation. The plan continues to build and develop small groups 
(Year 1 Priority) and calls for the parishes to enter a deeper study and engagement with the Mass 
and the Eucharist. The SET members will meet for a Parish Planning Day in June to review 
options and discern a plan forward for St. John’s. 

• Summer Programming. Coordinators in the ODM department are shifting focus to our full 
summer programming plans for all ages which involve camps and study. Totus Tuus is a program 
that ministers for our elementary aged children during the day and middle and high school aged 
youth in the evening on June 22-28. VBS is a program for our youngest disciples on July 16-18. 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) training for Level 1b will continue this summer on July 
10-12 and 24-26 as we grow our catechist base. Extreme Faith Camp (EFC) for our middle school 
campers with high schoolers in support roles is July 28-August 2, off site. In addition to our 
camps, we will also be offering middle school and high school opportunities for study and 
fellowship. An adult formation series will also be announced soon. There is something for all 
ages to continue in their discipleship this summer! 

 
Ann Laird, St. John the Baptist School Principal 
651-633-1522 
lairda@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• 8th Grade Graduation. Congratulations to our 8th graders who will be graduating on Thursday, 

May 30! We are grateful for their presence here at St. John’s and we wish them well as they go into 
the world to bring all they have learned to others. Please join us in praying for them as they take 
this next step in their journey. 

• School Restrooms and Playground. Our school year ends on Wednesday, June 5 which means 
we will begin our school restroom and playground renovation projects on June 10 while still having 
our summer Care Crew and J-Care programs running. In addition to these renovation projects, we 
will also be carpeting the classrooms and hallway, replacing our middle school lockers, and making 
a few cosmetic updates to our school as well. We can’t wait to show you our school in the fall! 

 
Jim Martin, Director of Community Life 
651-633-8333, ext. 1228 
martinj@stjohnnyb.org 
 
• Marriage Ministry. Yes, Marriage Ministry made it to my report again this month. Watch for 

information about two ongoing marriage retreat opportunities in the Twin Cities: Retrouvaille and 
Marriage Encounter. These weekends are designed to enrich a couple's married life and provide 
tools to improve and maintain communication. Here at St. John's, two additional mentor couples 
will be trained next weekend, and the Marriage Minute will be on May 19 between the 8:30 and 
10:30 am Masses. 

• New Parishioner Social. This past month we held the New Parishioner Social on a Tuesday 
evening instead of the traditional Saturday after Mass timeframe. It was a small group, but the 
evening was well received, and the next New Parishioner Social will be Tuesday, August 27. 

 
 

A joyous and peaceful spring to all of you and your families! 
Thank you all for your reliance on prayer, your willingness to grow, and your generous spirit! 

 
The St. John the Baptist Leadership Team 

Fr. Paul Shovelain, Fr. Joseph Nguyễn, Mark Dittman, Jill Fink, Ann Laird, Jim Martin 
 

Bearing witness to Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life: 
GO. MAKE. TEACH. 
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