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Fr. Paul Shovelain, Pastor 
651-633-8333, ext. 1214 
frshovelain@stjohnnyb.org 

  
• Christmas 2024. Our Christmas liturgies were the most attended in 5 years, with about 3,000 

people joining us to celebrate our Lord’s birth. Thank you to all who helped with the decorations 

and the liturgies.  It was a wonderful Christmas season! 

• 33 Days to Eucharistic Glory. Our parish gave out 1,600 copies of Matthew Kelly’s book 33 

Days to Eucharistic Glory as our gift to our parishioners.  We are praying through the book, and it 

has been a blessed time of focus on the Most Holy Eucharist.  I have received many positive 

comments including that this has brought greater love for the Eucharist as well as greater 

understanding with the insights of the saints.  We have also seen an increase in attendance in our 

Adoration chapel.  We will consecrate our parish to the Eucharist on the weekend of February 1st 

and 2nd and ask the Lord to strengthen us as disciples to further His kingdom.  

  
Please let me or one of our team members know if you have questions or input in any area of our 

church and school life together. Thank you! 
  
  

Beth Robertson, Director of Business Operations 
651-633-8333, ext. 1215 
robertsonb@stjohnnyb.org 

  
• Restore to Gather update: Thank you for your continued contributions to this campaign!  Our 

building projects are now complete.  Look for a report in an upcoming bulletin detailing the 

construction projects and funding from your contributions. 

• School Gym Floor. Over the Christmas break, a sprinkler head was hit and water flooded the 

gym. We are working with our insurance company and a restoration company to assess the 

damage and formulate a repair plan. Most of the floor is safe and able to be used, so we 

are using the gym for PE classes, but not for basketball. We have moved our upcoming 

basketball games and practices to offsite locations.  

• Ways to Give to St. John the Baptist Church & School. There are many ways to financially 

support St. John’s! Please find information on our website here. Contact Mary May, Director of 

Development, or me for more information. As always, our parish is grateful for the generous spirit 

shown by our parish and school families! 
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Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship 
651-633-1540 ext. 1280 
Finkj@stjohnnyb.org 

  
• Journey to the Inn. What a huge success and the weather was perfect! Thank you to the Knights 

of Columbus who served a delicious pasta dinner. We had additional families and groups join us 

for the Journey with about 400 people who followed the Wisemen to the live nativity scene with 

chickens and calves. Thank you to our confirmation students who served the cookies and cocoa at 

the end of the night. Thanks to Jen Livermont and the ODM staff team for hosting another great 

G.M.T. event! 

• First Sacraments. January is a busy month for our children and their parents enrolled in our First 

Sacraments program. The month culminates the First Reconciliation preparation with a retreat on 

Sunday, January 12 from 2:00 – 4:00 pm followed by First Reconciliation Celebration on 

Tuesday, January 14 or Wednesday, January 15 both celebrations are at 6:00-7:30pm in the 

church.  We then pivot with a First Eucharist Kick-off meeting on Wednesday, January 29 from 

6:00 – 7:30 pm giving parents the tools to start preparing their children for their First Eucharist. 

We have 55 children enrolled in our First Sacraments program. 

  
Ann Laird, St. John the Baptist School Principal 
651-633-1522 
lairda@stjohnnyb.org 

  
• 2025-2026 Enrollment. We began our 2025-2026 school year enrollment on Friday, January 17th! 

We encourage anyone interested in enrolling in preschool or kindergarten to reach Michelle 

Barsness at barsnessm@stjohnnyb.org or visit our school website for more information regarding 

enrollment or contact the school office for more information. 

• Catholic Schools Week & Wines to Wishes. Catholic Schools Week begins Sunday, January 26 

with our Sunday SJB School Mass at 10:30 am. We will have a fun week celebrating our great 

Catholic school which will end with our annual Wines to Wishes event on Saturday, February 1st. 

This is the 20th Anniversary of our Wines to Wishes fundraising event. Please join us in this great 

celebration – winestowishes.com. We are so grateful for all those who have and continue to 

support our school and mission. Without your prayers and support we would not be the wonderful 

school we are. Thank you! 

  
  

A joyous and peaceful winter to all of you and your families!  
Thank you all for your reliance on prayer, your willingness to grow, and your generous 

spirit! 
  

The St. John the Baptist Leadership Team  
Fr. Paul Shovelain, Beth Robertson, Jill Fink, Ann Laird  

  



Bearing witness to Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the 

Life: GO. MAKE. TEACH. 
 


