St. John the Baptist Church Leadership Team
Report to Commissions
February 18, 2025
Fr. Paul Shovelain, Pastor

651-633-8333, ext. 1214
frshovelain@stjohnnyb.org

e GMT Funding Follow Up: Thank you for all the feedback that we received regarding the GO.
MAKE. TEACH. Plan. We are grateful for this one-time opportunity and plan to use these funds
to further strengthen and enhance our dynamic ministries. 1 have combined the categories into 5
categories, merging matching funds with communications and development. | will continue to
work with parish leaders to identify opportunities over the next 5 years to further enrich and
strengthen our ministries as we work to further Christ’s kingdom in New Brighton and beyond!

e Eucharistic Glory Consecration: This was truly a incredible blessing for our whole community
as we experienced tremendous participation across our parish regarding reading and praying
through the book. It was a beautiful weekend, and | believe the Lord will bear tremendous fruit
through it. We had 5 people sign up to Adore our Lord in Adoration and this is just the beginning
of the fruits.

e Priest School: I went back to school earlier in February to the Napa Institute in California. | was
able to learn from some great Catholic leaders including Bishop Michael Barber from Oakland as
well as a professor from the Catholic University of America. It was a week of priestly fellowship
and learning. Some of the topics included The Priest as Shepherd, The Missionary Dimension of
the Priest, Hospitality, Parish Hymns Renewal, Homilies, and Al as a Pastoral Tool. | look
forward to using what I have serve to serve you all more effectively

Please let me or one of our team members know if you have questions or input in any area of our
church and school life together. Thank you!

Beth Robertson, Director of Business Operations
651-633-8333, ext. 1215
robertsonb@stjohnnyb.org

e Restore to Gather update: A report of the projects completed and paid for will be in the February
16t bulletin. Thank you for your continued contributions to this campaign!

e Catholic Services Appeal. The kick-off for this year’s Catholic Services Appeal (CSA)
was February 8/9. St. John’s goal for 2025 is $115,509. Our parish benefits from this
Appeal because when we meet our goal, as we have consistently done for many years, we
earn a parish rebate check. We will receive 60% of all funds. Please be generous to the
Appeal this year, as you always have been! Thank you.
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Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship
651-633-1540 ext. 1280
Finkj@stjohnnyb.org

e Transformed through Retreats. This year’s rotation with retreats takes us off site at the
Franciscan Retreat House. Our Men’s Retreat was January 17-19 led by Joseph Huebl and Core
Team. Our Women’s Retreat is February 14-16 led by Claire Brostrom and her Core Team. Each
retreat follows the same talks and schedule on how to be “Renewed” in our themed year of being
Transformed. Men’s retreat feedback showed great faith enrichment. Our Women’s Retreat is at
capacity.

e Winter Faith Camp. Each year Youth Ministers in the Archdiocese come together to provide a
retreat experience forour High School Youth for them to grow in their faith and be mentored in
leadership skills. St. John’s has participated in this camp for the last several years with an
increase in attendance. Our first year we had 4 youth, then 7 and now this year we are taking 8
high school youth with 3 adult team leaders led by Sarah Wilder, our Middle School Youth
Minister and Interim High School and Young Adult. Keep our youth and leaders in your prayers
as they grow in their faith.

e Winter Retreat for Middle School Youth. Our middle school youth were invited to a winter on
site retreat this January laced with some fun outside activities over the Martin Luther King
weekend. Middle School youth in our school will each enjoy an on-site retreat day led up by
Sarah Wilder and a retreat leader. NET led our sixth-grade retreat on January 10. Grades 7 and 8
will be on retreat later this spring.

Ann Laird, St. John the Baptist School Principal
651-633-1522
lairda@stjohnnyb.org

e 2025-2026 Enrollment. We began our 2025-2026 school year enrollment on Friday, January 17%!
We encourage anyone interested in enrolling in preschool or kindergarten to reach Michelle
Barsness at barsnessm@stjohnnyb.org or visit our school website for more information regarding
enrollment or contact the school office for more information.

e Wines to Wishes. Thank you for all your support of our Wines to Wishes event on February 1st.
We are so grateful for all those who have and continue to support our school and mission.

A joyous and peaceful winter to all of you and your families!
Thank youall foryour reliance on prayer, your willingness to grow, and your generous
spirit!

The St. John the Baptist Leadership Team
Fr. Paul Shovelain, Beth Robertson, Jill Fink, Ann Laird

Bearing witness to Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life: GO. MAKE. TEACH.



