St. John the Baptist Church
Leadership Team Report to Commissions

April 22, 2025

Fr. Paul Shovelain, Pastor
651-633-8333, ext. 1214
frshovelain@stjohnnyb.org

o Holy Week 2025: It is my favorite week of the year as we spend much time in prayer reflecting
on the final days of Jesus’ life. I am grateful to all those who helped make the church so beautiful
as well as all those who helped the liturgies to flow so smoothly.

e Principal Search Process Update: I am grateful to the Principal Search Process Committee as
well as the Archdiocese for providing very valuable feedback and guidance through the Principal
Search Process. We had the most applications of any school in the Archdiocese this year with 13
applicants. We are in the final phases of the hiring process and hope to share news soon.

e GMT Plan Update: We have begun to use funds from our GMT plan to strengthen and enhance
our ministry offerings. We have an ad on the electronic billboard near the New Brighton
Community center inviting people to find Jesus at SJB. We also sent out an Easter mailing to
addresses within a certain distance from our campus. We also matched $25k for the school
operations endowment at our Wines to Wishes fundraiser. We are also budgeting for the next
year to use some of the funds to support and enhance our ministry offerings.

Please let me or one of our team members know if you have questions or input in any area of our
church and school life together. Thank you!

Beth Robertson, Director of Business Operations
651-633-8333, ext. 1215
robertsonb@stjohnnyb.org

e 2025-2026 Budget: The Finance Commission will be reviewing the budget for our next fiscal
year, which begins on July 1, 2026. We are fortunate to have GMT funds available to use for
evangelization, staffing and marketing efforts.

e Summer Projects. Our Administrative Services Commission is reviewing projects for the
summer of 2025. We are blessed to have many building and construction personnel on this
commission who provide insight into these projects.

Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship
651-633-1540 ext. 1280
Finkj@stjohnnyb.org
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e Sacramental Celebration. The Easter season brings celebration of the sacraments after a
yearlong preparation. At the Easter Vigil we welcomed one adult in baptism and nine for
confirmation and first Communion through our OCIA program. On Sunday, April 27, at the10:30
am Mass we will celebrate three baptisms and four first Communions for our older students
enrolled in OCIC. On the weekend Masses of May 3-4, we will welcome 54 of our students to
their first Communion. On Thursday, May 8 we will celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation for
43 students enrolled in our confirmation program at the Cathedral of Saint Paul.

e Synod Evangelization Team SET: Our SET Committee continues to meet quarterly to report on
initiatives enacted throughout the year. The team of 20 are divided into subgroups of Small
Group Multiplication, Formation in the School and Faith Formation, Liturgy and Events. The
Team met on April 1 to review all the efforts from this past year: new liturgical additions, saint
of the month, more involvement of students in Mass and adoration, Transformed Tickets, hosting
the Vatican Eucharistic Exhibit, offer bus trips to liturgies at St. Paul’s Cathedral for the
Dedication and the Chrism Mass and the continued efforts in growing/sustaining Small Group
Ministry. The Archdiocese has announced the theme for next year is Reclaiming the Lord’s Day.
SET brainstormed ideas for next year on how SJB can grow in this area of formation.

Ann Laird, St. John the Baptist School Principal

651-633-1522

lairda@stjohnnyb.org

e 2025-2026 Enrollment. We began our 2025-2026 school year enrollment on Friday, January 17!
We encourage anyone interested in enrolling in preschool or kindergarten to reach Michelle
Barsness at barsnessm(@stjohnnyb.org or visit our school website for more information regarding
enrollment or contact the school office for more information.

e Catholic School Visual Arts Exhibit: We are excited to announce that 2 art works we submitted
for the Archdiocesan Visual Arts Exhibit have been accepted. These works will be displayed at
the University of St. Thomas, the Archdiocesan Offices, and possibly the National Catholic
Education Association Conference next April. Congratulations to our 8" graders and Ms. Perez,
our Art teacher!

e May Events: As we enter the last month of school, there are a number of events that are coming
up which are important milestones in the life of our students and community. We will begin May
with our May Crowing Mass on Thursday, May 1 followed by our celebration of our second
graders’ first Communion on Wednesday, May 7. This year we will be graduating our 8th graders
on May 29.

A joyous and peaceful Easter season to all of you and your families!
Thank you all for your reliance on prayer, your willingness to grow, and your generous spirit!
The St. John the Baptist Leadership Team
Fr. Paul Shovelain, Beth Robertson, Jill Fink, Ann Laird

Bearing witness to Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life: GO. MAKE. TEACH
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