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e Pack the Pew. We welcomed Archbishop Hebda and celebrated the substantial completion of the
Restore to Gather capital upgrades. Thank you to everyone who attended the celebrations and
invited others to pack the pews with us!

e Grateful Hearts Growing Together. We kicked off our rebranded Core Commitment
Campaign with Grateful Hearts Growing Together. I am grateful to the Parish Development
Commission for leading the efforts. Please respond to your invitation to joinus in this important
effort aswe commit to furthering Christ’s kingdom, first in our own lives and then in the world.

Please let me or one of our team members know if you have questions or input in any area of our
church and school life together. Thank you!

Beth Robertson, Director of Business Operations
651-633-8333, ext. 1215
robertsonb@stjohnnyb.org

e Sunday Giving. Our Sunday Giving numbers through October are down from last year and the
2024/2025 budget. Giving is down 7.5% from last year and 10% under budget year to date.
Watch for a Sunday Giving report for the month of October in an upcoming bulletin.

e Restore to Gather. Through October 31, we have received over $2.6 million of the $5 million
pledged for this campaign. Thank you for your generosity!

e Parish Center Conference Rooms. To better meet the technology needs of our parish ministries
and groups, we are installing new AV equipment in 6 conference rooms. Installation will be
completed in time for Advent Small Groups.

Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship
651-633-8333, ext. 1280
finkj@stjohnnyb.org

o Evangelization Events for Young Families: All Saints and Pumpkin Walk. Our annual onsite
All Saints Party continues to grow in participation and volunteers. We had almost 325 children
and parents participated. We also saw a growth in volunteers with the event and hosting ministry
tables for the trick or treaters for a total of 33 hosted tables. SJB was also represented at the
annual New Brighton City Pumpkin Walk on Saturday, October 26 at Veterans Park. The theme
was All Saints with statues as decoration. We gave out baggies with a piece of candy and a
sticker that said, “Shine God’s Light-St. John the Baptist Catholic Church.” We encountered
many families on this well attended event.

e Formation Families Sunday Mass. An added opportunity this year with our Transformed theme
is to invite our families enrolled in our Formation programs to participate in liturgical ministry
roles as designated Sunday Mass times. Sunday, November 10 at 10:30am Mass we invited
middle school youth to participate as greeters, lecturers and bringing up the gifts. Families were
invited to sit together and attend hospitality to foster community. The next sponsored Formation
Mass is February 9 with elementary families in Family Formation participating. In addition to
this opportunity, our families are engaging with the Eucharistic Saint of the Month, Transformed
Ticket visits to the Adoration Chapel and Eucharistic Badges that can be earned.



e Rite of Acceptance and Welcome for adults and confirmation students. Becoming Catholic
RCIA Rite of Welcome & Acceptance will be celebrated on Saturday, December 7 at the 4:30pm
Mass for adults. At this Rite, the catechumens (unbaptized) and candidates (baptized seeking full
communion) publicly declare their intention to continue their journey toward full communion
with the Catholic Church. Members of the parish community should affirm that they are ready to
help and support the participants seeking to follow Christ by prayer and example.

Ann Laird, St. John the Baptist School Principal
651-633-1522
lairda@stjohnnyb.org

o Parent Teacher Conferences. We are gearing up for our parent teacher conferences on Monday,
November 25 and Tuesday, November 26. Conferences will begin following a half day of school.

e Literati Book Fair. We will have our annual bookfair during parent teacher conferences with
Literati. Literati books fairs are not only easy to set up but focus on picking books for our
students that they will want to read. We are excited to get these books into the hands of our SJB
students.

A joyous and peaceful fall to all of you and your families!
Thank you all for your reliance on prayer, your willingness to grow, and your generous spirit!

The St. John the Baptist Leadership Team
Fr. Paul Shovelain, Beth Robertson, Jill Fink, Ann Laird

Bearing witness to Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life:
GO. MAKE. TEACH.



