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October 16, 2025

Fr. Paul Shovelain, Pastor

651-633-8333, ext. 1214

frshovelain@stjohnnyb.org

• Grateful Hearts Growing Together.  As we look forward to 2026, we reflect on where the Lord

is calling us to follow Him.  We are inviting our parishioners to commit once again to following

Christ through living out our Core Values.  On the weekends, we will be reflecting on our core

values throughout the month of October.  We will then commit to following Jesus by filling out

the form and listing core value goals for the upcoming year.

• FallFest. We had a wonderful FallFest.  Thank you to our many volunteers and staff who made it

possible.  Even as other parishes reduce or cancel their festivals, SJB continues to improve and

offer an amazing weekend of fun and fellowship!

Please let me or one of our team members know if you have questions or input in any area of our 

church and school life together. Thank you! 

Beth Robertson, Director of Business Operations

651-633-8333, ext. 1215

robertsonb@stjohnnyb.org

• Security Committee. The School Security Committee has expanded into a campus-wide Security

Committee.  This includes school and church staff in addition to members from New Brighton

Public Safety and other police, fire, and security individuals.  Staff have taken suggestions from

this committee and added them to our security and emergency procedures.  We are looking at

adding walls to the hallway near the preschool to provide a more secure entrance into the school.

• Sunday Giving. Our Sunday Giving numbers through September are 8% more than last year and

near budget. Thank you for your continued generosity!  Watch for the first quarter (July–

September) financial report in the October 26 bulletin.

Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship

651-633-1540 ext. 1280

Finkj@stjohnnyb.org

• The All Saints Party is the first of our three big evangelization events for families.  It will be on

Wednesday, October 29. We are asking all parish groups and ministries to host a Trick or Treat

Table. You can decorate your table and pass out candy or items for up to 325 children. This is a

great opportunity to advertise our ministries to our young families to show we treasure them. In

addition, we are continuing the successful Carved Pumpkin Contest. Pumpkins must have a saint

or religious theme craved in them. There will be several judging categories.  Carved pumpkins

can be dropped off at the Welcome Desk on Tuesday, October 28 or Wednesday, October 29 by

the beginning of the event at 5pm. Judging will take place during the event and winners and

prizes will be announced at the end of the event.  Reserve your table with Jen Livermont at

livermontj@stjohnnyb.org to reserve your space!

• Ministry Programs in Full Swing. In addition to our formation and sacramental programs

beginning, we have our ministry events rolling out.  Circle of Women began on October 3 and
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meets semi-monthly on Thursday mornings.  Devoted will meet on October 22.  Catholic 

Watchman met on October 14. Marriage Ministry will host their Bunco/Nacho night on Saturday, 

October 25.  Health Care Ministry met on Sunday, October 12 after the 8:30am Mass . Small 

Groups are gathering throughout the week on site and off site.  Several new small groups formed 

this month for women:  Wednesday mornings and Thursday evening. A new ministry was piloted 

in September in conjunction with the new parent blessing.  It is the New Parent Ministry.  We had 

several young couples come to the youth room to hear from a panel of parents give their best 

advice on parenting and provide information on how St. John’s partners with our young families 

to raise children in the faith. 

Matt Weingartz, St. John the Baptist School Principal

651-633-1522 ext.1117

Weingartzm@stjohnnyb.org

• Non-Public School Marathon. On October 4th, we had our annual Marathon fundraiser. Students

went out to Central Park in Roseville on that Saturday and walked the route to help raise funds for

our great Catholic School! Our goal this year is to raise $72,000. We are happy to announce that

we hit our goal this year! As a result of this, Dr. Weingartz dressed up as a Care bear and handed

out candy to students from the roof. The top earner this year was in 2nd grade, Charlie H., raising

over $700, and our top class was Ms. Livermont’s 2nd grade class, which raised $4580! This class

will be participating in a kickball game with Father Paul and Dr. W on a date to be determined.

• Faith & Blue. On October 10 th, we held our very special event for Police officers that are

associated with students at SJB Catholic School. The whole school assembled together in St.

Joe’s hall to acknowledge and honor those that help keep our communities safe. The program

included speakers and activities that helped to make this a very special event for our Police

officers, students, and staff of SJB.

• School Open House. On November 13 th at 5:30pm to 7pm, SJB Catholic School will be hosting

its Fall Open House for prospective families in Preschool through 8 th grade. Parents, students, and

staff will be welcoming these future Jaguars into our school to show them all of the wonderful

things that are happening at SJB. If you know of anyone who is interested in a Catholic

education, this is a great opportunity for them to see all that SJB has to offer their child for

Academics, Faith, and character development. Please let them know to connect the school if they

have any questions or if they are not able to make it that night, we would love the opportunity to

promote our school!

A joyous and peaceful fall to all of you and your families!

Thank you all for your reliance on prayer, your willingness to grow, and your generous spirit!  

The St. John the Baptist Leadership Team

Fr. Paul Shovelain, Beth Robertson, Jill Fink, and Matt Weingartz 

Bearing witness to Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life: GO. MAKE. TEACH. 




