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November 13, 2025 

Fr. Paul Shovelain, Pastor 
651-633-8333, ext. 1214 
frshovelain@stjohnnyb.org 

• Retreat.  I was blessed with the opportunity to take my yearly retreat November 10-14 in 

Wisconsin near the Shrine of Our Lady of Champion.  It was a time to be renewed through prayer 

and reflection. 

• Grateful Hearts Growing Together.  I am grateful to all those who have returned their Grateful 

Hearts Growing Together commitment form.  To date, we have received 296 forms.  Please 

complete and return your form as we work intentionally to further Christ’s kingdom in New 

Brighton and beyond! 

Please let me or one of our team members know if you have questions or input in any area of our 

church and school life together. Thank you! 

 

Beth Robertson, Director of Business Operations 
651-633-8333, ext. 1215 
robertsonb@stjohnnyb.org 

• Sunday Giving. Our Sunday Giving numbers through October are 8% more than last year and 

1% over budget. Thank you for your continued generosity!   
• Cemetery Report. The Cemetery Committee’s annual report will be presented to the PLC 

tonight.  The report is a financial summary of the past fiscal year that also includes burial 

numbers, sales for full-body graves, cremation graves, and columbarium niches.  The report will 

be included in the PLC meeting minutes.  Please remember to pray for our beloved dead and their 

loved ones.  You are invited to visit our cemetery to walk and pray among those who have gone 

before us – it is a beautiful, peaceful place. 

Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship 
651-633-1540 ext. 1280 
Finkj@stjohnnyb.org 

• The All Saints Party on Wednesday, October 29 was once again a big success.  Lots of little 

saints (and big saints too as we had an increase in parents are joining in on the fun).  This event is 

one of our three big evangelization events for families.  The night hosted 33 Trick or Treat tables 

by ministries in our parish, a pizza fundraising dinner for the 8th grade trip to DC, guessing jars, 

bingo, many games for youth to play with a prize table, bonfire, smores, hot chocolate and 

pumpkin carving contest.  We welcomed over 300 youth with about 250 children dressing up as 

saints!  Thank you to all the commissions that helped either with sponsoring a table or general 

assistance. 

 

• Advent Small Groups.  The liturgical season of Advent begins Sunday, November 30.  These 

four weeks of preparation for Christ’s coming in mystery, history and majesty is a great time to 
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prepare with others in small group either to regather in an existing group or try for the first time a 

small group experience.  Claire Brostrom, our Coordinator of Evangelization and her Small 

Group team engaged the parish the weekend of November 15-16 to join an Advent Small Group.  

The book reflection we are advertising is Fr. Mike Schmidt’s Waiting Well from Ascension 

Press.    

• Sr. Clarinda’s Farewell.  Join us in appreciation for Sr. Clarinda’s years of service to St. John’s 

on Saturday, November 29 at the 4:30pm Mass for a blessing and festive reception to follow in 

St. Joseph Hall.  An electronic signup link is available to send a message of memories and 

gratitude to Sister which will be compiled in a book for her to take when she returns to her 

Motherhouse in Sylvania, Ohio. 

 

• Matt Weingartz, St. John the Baptist School Principal 
651-633-1522 ext.1117 
Weingartzm@stjohnnyb.org  

• Preschool Playground. Construction on the Preschool playground is almost complete. This 

project started in October and has made significant progress each week, which has completely 

transformed the courtyard space on our campus. In the past couple of weeks, we have seen 

concrete being laid, play structures being assembled, and artificial turf being placed. We are 

hoping to have a blessing ceremony within the next few weeks and having our youngest students 

start to play and enjoy this amazing new space! 

• Veteran’s Day Assembly. On November 11th, we held a very special event honoring Veterans of 

our St. John the Baptist community. The whole school assembled together in St. Joe’s hall to 

acknowledge and honor those that have served our country. The program included a color guard 

and slide presentation that helped to make this a very special event for our Veterans! Thank you 

to all Veterans for their service to our country! 

• 1st Trimester. November 21st marks the end of the first trimester of the 2025.2026 school year. 

We are very blessed and thankful for the school year! Thank you to everyone for helping to 

support our amazing Catholic school! 

 

A joyous and peaceful Thanksgiving to all of you and your families! 
Thank you all for your reliance on prayer, your willingness to grow, and your generous spirit! 

 

The St. John the Baptist Leadership Team 
Fr. Paul Shovelain, Beth Robertson, Jill Fink, and Matt Weingartz 

 

Bearing witness to Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life: GO. MAKE. TEACH. 
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