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January 15, 2026 

Fr. Paul Shovelain, Pastor 
651-633-8333, ext. 1214 
frshovelain@stjohnnyb.org 

• 2nd Term Granted.  I am grateful to Archbishop Hebda for granting me a 2nd term as pastor 

beginning July 1st, 2026 for an additional 6 years at SJB.  I have learned so much in my first 6 

years and am grateful to grow even more.  I have encountered Christ so powerfully here and love 

serving our Lord alongside you.  

• Strategic Plan.  One of the areas of opportunity that came out of my 6-year review was the need 

for a strategic plan.  We have begun conversations with a local Catholic Organization called 

Emmaus Partners about discerning a 3-year plan.  This would assist us in aligning our resources 

as we navigate serving a growing community and evolving needs.   

Please let me or one of our team members know if you have questions or input in any area of our 

church and school life together. Thank you! 

 

Beth Robertson, Director of Business Operations 
651-633-8333, ext. 1215 
robertsonb@stjohnnyb.org 

• Hallway Project. Construction is well underway for the addition of the two walls which will 

allow the school to remain secure while continuing to operate as part of our united parish 

community.  The hallways should be open on Sunday, January 25 for Catholic Schools Week 

masses and the KC Waffle Breakfast.   

• Six-month financial report.  We are now halfway through our fiscal year.  A report will be in 

the February 1st bulletin with more detail, including the Restore to Gather campaign collections. 

Year to date Sunday Giving is 4.8% higher than budgeted and 8% more than the prior year.  

Overall, we are running slightly ahead of budget for revenue (1.95%) and slightly over budget for 

expenses (2.1%).  Thank you all for your continued generosity! 

 

Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship 
651-633-1540 ext. 1280 
Finkj@stjohnnyb.org 

• Christmas Book Giveaway/Reclaim Challenge.  Slowing Down to the Speed of Joy is the 

Christmas Book Giveaway this year by Matthew Kelly.  It captures the essence of our Reclaim 

theme with chapters on the problem of living a busy/hurried life; what is needed for human 

flourishing; what did God desire and design for leisure, rest and Sunday worship.  The response 

has been encouraging and 200 more books were purchased to meet the demand.  A chapter is read 

each day with a discussion question at the 3pm Prayer time and the website houses weekly small 

group questions.  Many small groups are engaging or planning on Lent to use the materials.  The 

priests are engaging our parishioners in their homily each Sunday.   
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• First Sacraments. January is a busy month for our children and their parents enrolled in our First 

Sacraments program. The month culminates the First Reconciliation preparation with a retreat on 

Sunday, January 11 from 2:00 – 4:00 pm followed by First Reconciliation Celebration on 

Tuesday, January 13 or Wednesday, January 14 both celebrations are at 6:00-7:30pm in the 

church.  We then pivot with a First Eucharist Kick-off meeting on Wednesday, January 28 from 

6:00 – 7:30 pm, giving parents the tools to start preparing their children for their First Eucharist. 

We have 51 children enrolled in our First Sacraments program. 
 

• Parish Mission.  Dr. Mark Giszczak, Director of the Institute for Catholic Theological Formation 

from St. Paul Seminary will present at our 2-day Parish Mission on February 10 and 11 from 

6:30-8pm in the church on the topic of Suffering.  Join together as a community as we look at this 

mysterious topic and how we can enter into suffering with Christ for healing. Each evening will 

have prayer, talk, and hospitality.  Childcare is available.  Book sales and signing will be 

available. Livestream is available. 

 

• Matt Weingartz, St. John the Baptist School Principal 
651-633-1522 ext.1117 
Weingartzm@stjohnnyb.org  

• 2026-2027 Enrollment. We began our 2026-2027 school year enrollment on Friday, January 

16th! Parents and Guardians of current parents were notified of the tuition rates on Monday, 

January 12th. We encourage anyone interested in enrolling in preschool or kindergarten to reach 

Michelle Barsness at barsnessm@stjohnnyb.org or visit our school website for more information 

regarding enrollment, or contact the school office for more details 
• Catholic Schools Week. CSW begins on Sunday, January 25th, with our Sunday Masses at 8:30 

a.m. and 10:30 a.m. We will host an Open House for all members of our SJB community on 

Sunday in between the two Masses from 9:30am to 10:30am. Catholic Schools week is filled with 

themes for each day that celebrate a different part of our amazing Catholic School. It will be a fun 

week full of activities and events that highlight all of the wonderful things happening at SJB! 

• Wines to Wishes. Our annual event will take place on Saturday, January 31st in St. Joe’s Hall. 

This year’s event theme is Olympics. It will be a great night with dinner, drinks, fellowship, and a 

chance to raise funds to support our Catholic School. Safety and Security will be the primary 

focus of funds raised at this event. We are so grateful the prayers and support of our Catholic 

school and we are looking forward to this great annual event at SJB! 

 

A joyous and peaceful 2026 to all of you and your families! 
Thank you all for your reliance on prayer, your willingness to grow, and your generous spirit! 

 

The St. John the Baptist Leadership Team 
Fr. Paul Shovelain, Beth Robertson, Jill Fink, and Matt Weingartz 

 

Bearing witness to Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life: GO. MAKE. TEACH. 
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