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February 19, 2026 

Fr. Paul Shovelain, Pastor 
651-633-8333, ext. 1214 
frshovelain@stjohnnyb.org 

• Conference Recap.  I was grateful for the opportunity to attend the Napa Institute's Shepherd 

Circle February 2nd-7th.  During the conference we learned about topics ranging from Engaging 

Donors to Canon and Civil Law.  I especially appreciated the opportunity to dialogue with the 

priests from across the country and learn from them. 

• Pastoral Plan Update.  We have signed a contract with Emmaus Partners to complete a current 

reality report and to develop a 3-year Pastoral Plan.  I received very positive feedback from my 

brother priests about the work of Emmaus Partners and am very hopeful that this process will 

bear long-term fruit at SJB.   

Please let me or one of our team members know if you have questions or input in any area of our 

church and school life together. Thank you! 

 

Beth Robertson, Director of Business Operations 
651-633-8333, ext. 1215 
robertsonb@stjohnnyb.org 

• Food Shelf Project. Construction is underway for the addition of a room inside the coat room 

which will house our parish Food Shelf.  The Food Shelf is currently in the storage room off St. 

Joseph’s Hall.  Moving it to the coat room will enable to clients to get to the food shelf easier plus 

not interfere with any events in St Joseph’s Hall.  The new location is due to open the beginning 

of March.  The Food Shelf hours are Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 9:30-11:30 am.  

Donations of non-perishable food items and money are greatly appreciated. 

• Catholic Services Appeal. The kick-off for this year’s Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) 

was February 7/8. St. John’s goal for 2026 is $113,736. Our parish benefits from this 

Appeal because when we meet our goal, as we have consistently done for many years, we 

earn a parish rebate check. We will receive 60% of all funds.  Please be generous to the 

Appeal this year, as you always have been! Thank you. 
 

 

Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship 
651-633-1540 ext. 1280 
Finkj@stjohnnyb.org 

• Parish Mission.  Our two-day Parish Mission with Dr. Mark Giszczak, Director of the Institute 

for Catholic Theological Formation from St. Paul Seminary on February 10-11 was a blessed 

experience for our parish.  The messaging was on the hard topic of suffering and how we can 

enter it with Christ for healing.  Participants experienced prayer team ministry and adoration.  We 
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will keep the livestream links available on our St. John’s YouTube page until Easter. The parish 

is continuing the conversation with a Wednesday morning Lenten offering with Fr. Derek and Jill 

Fink as well as many small groups studying the book Suffering:  What Every Catholic Should 

Know by Dr. Mark Giszczak.  

• Winter Faith Camp. Each year Youth Ministers in the Archdiocese come together to provide a 

retreat experience for our High School Youth for them to grow in their faith and be mentored in 

leadership skills.  St. John’s has participated in this camp for the last several years with an 

increase in attendance.  Our first year we had 4 youth, then 7 and now this year we are taking 8 

high school youth with 3 adult team leaders led by Ellie Shaw, our Middle School Youth Minister 

and Bella Holsten, our High School Youth Minister. Keep our youth and leaders in your prayers 

as they grow in their faith. 

 

 

• Matt Weingartz, St. John the Baptist School Principal 
651-633-1522 ext.1117 
Weingartzm@stjohnnyb.org  

• 2026-2027 Enrollment. We began enrollment for the 2026-2027 school year in January. Parents 

and Guardians of current parents were notified of the tuition rates on Monday, January 12th. We 

encourage anyone interested in enrolling in preschool or kindergarten to reach Michelle Barsness 

at barsnessm@stjohnnyb.org, visit our school website for more information regarding enrollment, 

or contact the school office for more details.  

• Wines to Wishes. Our recent school fundraiser, Wines to Wishes, was an incredible 

success, raising an outstanding $230,000 in support of our mission. The evening brought 

together families, friends, and community partners for a memorable celebration filled 

with generosity, connection, and shared purpose. We are deeply grateful to everyone who 

attended, donated, volunteered, and sponsored the event—your support will make a 

meaningful difference for our students and help fund safety and security enhancements in 

our school. 
 

A joyous and peaceful winter to all of you and your families! 
Thank you all for your reliance on prayer, your willingness to grow, and your generous spirit! 

 

The St. John the Baptist Leadership Team 
Fr. Paul Shovelain, Beth Robertson, Jill Fink, and Matt Weingartz 

 

Bearing witness to Jesus Christ who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life: GO. MAKE. TEACH. 
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